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to prevent obstacles to each other and to pro-
mote consistency in their relations.

NOTE: The joint statement was made available by
the Office of the Press Secretary but was not
issued as a White House press release.

Nomination for Commissioner of the Social Security Administration
November 15, 1994

The President today announced his intention
to nominate Shirley S. Chater, Ph.D., the cur-
rent Commissioner of Social Security, to head
the Social Security Administration when it be-
comes an independent agency next year.

‘‘In the year since she was sworn in as the
current Commissioner, Dr. Chater has taken de-
cisive steps to improve service to Americans
with disabilities, to streamline the agency and
make it more efficient, and to enact high cus-

tomer service standards for the more than 49
million Americans who receive Social Security
or Supplemental Security Income benefits,’’ the
President said. ‘‘I can think of no better person
to protect and maintain the administration’s
commitment to Social Security.’’

NOTE: A biography of the nominee was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

Remarks to the International Business Community in Jakarta
November 16, 1994

Thank you very much, Secretary Brown, for
the introduction and for your tireless work on
behalf of American businesses and American
workers. Thank you, Mr. McNabb, for your tes-
timonial, and congratulations. I want to come
back to northern California and see you after
you’ve doubled your work force. Congressman
Mineta, it’s great to see you here. Ambassador
and Mrs. Barry, distinguished ministers of the
Indonesian Government, and the mayor of Ja-
karta, and all of our fine hosts from Indonesia
who have made this such a wonderful visit for
me and for the First Lady and the entire Amer-
ican delegation. This is my second trip to Asia
as President, and as I was watching Secretary
Brown give his remarks, I thought if I keep
coming back here I might become as well-
known in Asia as Secretary Brown is. [Laughter]

I want to thank all of you here from the
American private sector who are in the audience
for your presence but more importantly for your
commitment to keep our Nation engaged eco-
nomically across the world.

Keeping America on the front lines of eco-
nomic opportunity has been my first priority
since I took office. We are pursuing a strategy

to promote aggressive growth in the short run
and in the long run. We began by putting our
house in order. Our deficit was exploding; the
public debt in America had quadrupled between
1981 and 1993. Now we’re looking at a reduc-
tion in the deficit for the third year in a row
for the first time since President Truman was
President. Federal spending is the lowest it’s
been in more than a decade. We cut domestic
and defense spending last year for the first time
in 25 years. And the Federal work force is
shrinking to its lowest level since President Ken-
nedy was in office.

The second thing we are doing is working
hard to expand trade and investment. That’s
what NAFTA was all about. That’s what the
GATT agreement is all about, what the Summit
of the Americas, soon to be held in Miami,
and obviously this wonderful APEC meeting are
all about.

The third thing we’re working to do is to
develop a system of lifelong learning for our
people, from expanding preschool programs like
Head Start to providing more affordable college
education to our people, to changing the whole
unemployment system in America to a continu-
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